


Producer’s Note
“Theatre is simply what cannot be expressed by any other means; a complexity 
of words, movements, gestures that convey a vision of the world inexpressible 
in any other way. “

Eugene Ionesco

Welcome to the 10th production of the THEATRE INK 2014-2015 season. 
We are so excited to present The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, 
a musical that has been a year in the making, which started when Ashley 
Campbell and Aiden O’Neal applied to co-direct this full-length musical 
production. Their goal was to produce a fun, yet meaningful piece of musical 
theatre that would give students an excellent opportunity as well as a look into 
the thoughts, challenges and lives of students.

Every student director candidate goes through a vigorous application and 
interview process that features reading and researching a number of plays, 
completing an extensive 4 part application and directing members of our 
selection team.  Their application process and interview was excellent in 
regards to intelligence, artistic vision and organization and their directing was 
insightful, creative and engaging. 

After being selected their next step was hiring fellow students Kate Martenis 
and Camille Evans to musically direct and conduct the orchestra. Julia Techler, 
hired as choreographer, was brought in to bring the movement to life with her 
dance expertise. 

Set Designer Natalie Bohm, Light Designer Mark Sagan, Sound Designer 
Olivia Truslow, and Costume Designers Jules Clott and Alli Salwen creatively 
designed the wonderful spectacle of this production. Of course the stage 
management team of Celia Gittleman and Lily Gomberg coordinated this 
complex process of running a musical theatre production. But, these are just a 
few of the students and staff who were dedicated to bring “…Spelling Bee” to 
life. The assistant designers, asst. stage manager, props, and student producers, 
just to name a few, were just as integral in bringing this artistic collaboration 
to life.

We truly believe that student centered opportunities like this both on and off 
stage make a real difference in our students’ lives.  I hope that when you come 
to our shows you see the value in these types of learning experiences through 
the arts, which in the end will shape a student’s future and give back to the 
community and society as a whole. 

Thanks again for your support!

Adam Brown, Chair of Theatre Ink

“The arts and humanities define who we are as a people.  That is their power -- 
to remind us of what we each have to offer, and what we all have in common.  To 
help us understand our history and imagine our future.  To give us hope in the 
moments of struggle and to bring us together when nothing else will.”

First Lady Michelle Obama, Honorary Chairperson



Cast List

Rona Lisa Perretti..................................................Sonia Joffe

Douglas Panch....................................................Nick Hansell

Mitch Mahoney.......................................................Jen Gately

Olive Ostrovsky................................................Isinsu Bastepe

William Barfée..................................................Jackson Bunis

Marcy Park..........................................................Ella Laniado

Chip Tolentino........................................................Nick Scott

Logainne Schwartzandgrubenniere...................Nellie Rogers

Leaf Coneybear...........................................Josh Shub-Seltzer

Carl Grubenniere...............................................Ben Schwartz

Dan Schwartz/Jesus.........................................Alex Weylman

Leaf’s Mom/Olive’s Mom...............................Liana Glennon

Leaf’s Dad/Olive’s Dad..................................Dustin Ledgard

There will be a 15 minuTe inTermission beTween acTs i and ii

 The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
is being presented through special arrangement 

with Music Theatre International.
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Musical NuMbers

settiNg: 
Putnam Valley middle School, PreSent day

act ONe

the 25th aNNual PutNaM cOuNty sPelliNg bee rona and

SPellerS 

the rules Panch and SPellerS

My FavOrite MOMeNt OF the bee rona

My FrieNd, the dictiONary oliVe and comPany

the First gOOdbye comPany

PaNdeMONiuM Panch, chiP, mitch, and SPellerS

i’M NOt that sMart leaf

the secONd gOOdbye comPany

Magic FOOt Barfée and comPany

PaNdeMONiuM (rePrise) mitch, chiP, and comPany

My FavOrite MOMeNt OF the bee (rePrise) rona

Prayer OF the cOMFOrt cOuNselOr mitch and comPany



Musical NuMbers

settiNg: 
Putnam Valley middle School, PreSent day

act twO

chiP’s laMeNt chiP

wOe is Me logainne, carl, dan, and comPany

sPelliNg MONtage Panch and SPellerS

i’M NOt that sMart (rePrise) leaf

i sPeak six laNguages marcy and comPany

the i lOve yOu sONg oliVe and oliVe’S ParentS

wOe is Me (rePrise) logainne, mitch, and comPany 

My FavOrite MOMeNt OF the bee (rePrise ii) rona

secONd Barfée, oliVe, rona and comPany

FiNale comPany



Orchestra

conductor..................................................Camille Evans 
 

alto SaxoPhone.........................................Jonathan Fabry

keyBoard.....................................................Brendan King 

PercuSSion...................................................Geoffrey Cole
 
cello........................................................Henry McEwen

flute and clarinet ............................Arthur Bakopolus*

Piano.......................................................... Kate Martenis
      

*Indicates Guest Musician



     

Sept. 18-20
TROY/Song of Achilles

by Madeline Miller
Little Theatre at 7:30PM

[dir. By Melissa Bernstein]

Nov. 6-8
Brighton Beach Memoirs 

by Neil Simon
Performing Arts Center at 7:30PM

[dir. by Peter Diamond and Elena Rodriguez]

Dec 10-13
Prelude To A Kiss 

by Craig Lucas
Little Theatre at 7:30PM

[dir. Natalie Tereshchenko and Natalie Burr]

Dec 18,19
Freshman Cabaret

Performing Arts Center at 7:30PM
 [dir. Yael Soran, Anastasia Foley, 

Olivia Duval and Zoe Jasper]

Jan 8,9
Cabaret Troupe

Performing Arts Center at 7:30PM
 [dir. Jonathan Gomolka and Elise Hausman]

Jan. 14 and Apr. 2015
Jam I/Improv Club Performance

Little Theatre at 7:00PM

Mar 12-15
Once Upon A Mattress

music by Mary Rodgers, lyrics by Marshall Barer 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30PM

Mar 15 at 2PM
 [dir. Brad Jensen]

Apr 8-11
Spontaneous Generation

Little Theatre at 7:30PM
[dir. by Elena Rodriguez  and Jen Gately]

May 14,15,16
The 25th Annual Putnam County

 Spelling Bee
Music and Lyrics by William Finn 
and Book by Rebecca Sheinkin

Performing Arts Center at 7:30PM
 [dir. Ashley Campbell and Aiden O’Neal]

May 28,29,30
Macbeth

By William Shakespeare/north-south production
Newton South at 7:30PM

Jun 4,5
Nitrous Oxide:

Sketch Comedy Troupe
Little Theatre at 7:30PM

[dir. Natalie Tereshchenko 
and Dominic Bosco]

Jun 10,11
The 8th Annual Playwright Festival

Little Theatre at 7:30PM
[dir. By Ellie Strayer and Peter Diamond]

Theatre Ink Staff
Adam Brown..........Director of Theatre Ink

Adam_Brown@newton.k12.ma.us

Michael Barrington-Haber..........Technnical Director
Michael_Barrington_Haber@newton.k12.ma.us

Jay Zawacki..........Asst. Technical Director
zawackidesign@gmail.com

Ruth Talvacchia..........Costume Coordinator
Ruth_Talvacchia@newton.k12.ma.us

Dan Fabrizio..........Program Asst. Director
Daniel_Fabrizio@newton.k12.ma.us

Todd Young.....Chair of Fine and Performing Arts 
Todd_Young@newton.k12.ma.us
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Theatreink.net



A Note from the Dramaturge
Rebecca Feldman, creator of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee, originally titled it C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E, a synonym for twi-
light meaning a period or stage of obscurity. The musical investigates 
that stage when adolescence slips away, succeeded by the physical and 
emotional challenges of adulthood. The children enter the crepuscule as 
a collection of strangers easily mistaken for stereotypes. They emerge 
from it as a community of young adults, whose individual struggles 
and victories mirror our own. They function not as stereotypes, but as 
archetypes through which we challenge our insecurities. 

Feldman insists in her Author’s Note that, “Spelling Bee is designed to 
feel newly created with each performance, and to belong to the com-
munity that presents it.” The musical draws upon improvisational roots 
to cast the spelling bee anew each time it takes shape. It began as a 
playwriting exercise for Feldman’s improv group, The Farm. C-R-E-
P-U-S-C-L-E resulted from improv sessions during which actors ex-
plored characters created from their own life experiences. Improvisa-
tion in Spelling Bee endows it with the same honesty and immediacy 
as one of these sessions. Audience volunteers become part of the bee, a 
gesture that expands the event out into the theater. This is not Putnam 
County’s bee—it is ours.

It has been suggested that the spirit of competition and its related pres-
sures are appropriate to the Newton community. Competition drives 
the story as a surface level theme, and provides a common point of 
entry. However, the familiar way that one or more spellers respond to 
competition invests us personally in their disappointments and in their 
triumphs. Regardless of age, we become participants. We empathize 
with the children because their difficulties are not the trivialities of ado-
lescence, but the very real pains of adulthood. The spellers mature as 
they learn to accept others and themselves. Their shared experiences 
create a community, and leave them forever changed. By participat-
ing in that twilight journey, we, the audience, have the opportunity to 
emerge from the obscurity having also grown up a little in the process.

-Kayleigha Zawacki, Dramaturge



Who’s Who
Isinsu Bastepe (Olive Ostrovsky): is overjoyed to be a part of this 
wonderful process. She would like to thank her mother for not being 
in India for a nine month spiritual quest ‘cause that would suck! She’d 
also like to thank her cat, Willy, for all of his wonderful support, from 
helping her with her audition to running lines with her! But in all se-
riousness, Isinsu would like to thank her directors for believing in her 
always and letting her bring Olive to life in front of all of you wonder-
ful people. She has learned a lot throughout this process, for example, 
spelling words out loud is 17 times harder than it looks, and that is a 
fact. Lastly, Isinsu hopes that you have just as much fun watching the 
show as she has had being in it.

Jackson Bunis (William Barfee): hopes that you all enjoy The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, because it has been an amaz-
ing experience for him. He would really like to thank his directors for 
helping to guide him through this entire process. He would also like 
to thank his parents for supporting him throughout this entire year and 
dealing with his very busy schedule. You may have previously seen 
Jackson this year in Prelude to a Kiss, Once Upon a Mattress, and 
Spontaneous Generation. He also hopes to see you at Nitrous Oxide in 
June. He thanks you for reading this entire blurb and hopes that by the 
end of the show your weltanschauung will have been changed for the 
better!

Camille Evans (Musical Director): is proud to have been part of 
Spelling Bee, as she has always wanted to music direct and conduct 
a musical. She would like to give an enormous thank you to Kate for 
showing her the way and being a fantastic co-director and pianist! She 
would also like to thank Mr. Brown for being the best chairman and 
everyone in TheatreInk for the 6 shows Camille has had the privilege 
of participating in. She hopes you enjoy the show and hopes that no-
body in the front row will get whacked by the baton if it ever flies out 
of her grasp.

Jen Gately (Mitch Mahoney): is super excited that you decided to 
come and see Spelling Bee! She wants to thank her directors, stage 
managers, and cast mates for  supporting Jen throughout this entire 
process. She has got some amazing friends and family, so thank you 
to them as well!! byeeee brian, hope you find your dad and enjoy the 
show <3



Celia Gittleman (Stage Manager): would like you to know
that she is very sad to go.
She loves this show with all her heart
and doesn’t know how she’ll ever part.
There are so many people to thank
that she might as well just leave this blank.
To start, she’ll thank the cast and crew,
for working hard the whole way through.
Next it’ll be all the adults,
without you, we’d never see any results.
To Gabe and Lily, her fellows SMs,
thank you for being total gems.
And lastly, to Aiden and Ashley, dears,
you’ve helped her get through these four years.

Liana Glennon (Leaf’s Mom/Olive’s Mom): is very excited to be a 
part of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee! This year, you 
may have seen her in Cabaret Troupe’s: Seventeen or in Once Upon A 
Mattress as Lady Larken. She hopes you all have a wonderful time at 
the bee!

Lily Gomberg (Stage Manager): is so grateful to have gotten to work 
on this production. She would like to thank her teachers for giving her 
extensions, her mom and dad for lending her the car to drive to re-
hearsals, her sister for always letting her know when she was off pitch, 
the entire cast for all the time they put into this, Aiden and Ashley 
for having the vision for this amazing show, Gabe for always staying 
positive, and Celia for teaching and learning with her. This year, Lily 
has also stage managed Cabaret Troupe 2015: Seventeen, and student 
produced Once Upon a Mattress. Enjoy the show!

Nick Hansell (Douglas Panch): is so proud to be part of such a 
fantastic cast and production. This process has been wonderful and 
he wouldn’t have changed it for anything. He is glad to make Spell-
ing Bee his final production at Newton North’s Theatre Ink. He would 
love to thank everyone who has helped him in the Spelling Bee pro-
cess, as well as everyone in Theatre Ink for all the love they have 
given him over the past four years. Theatre Ink has been a second 
home for Nick and he is eternally grateful for the opportunities that it 
has given him. Nick grew from being a scared freshman in Froshcab 
to a confident actor shown in Spelling Bee. It is a bittersweet moment 
as Nick leaves Newton North and his family at Theatre Ink, to study 
theatre at NYU’s Tisch program. 



Gabe Jasper (Assistant Stage Manager): is simply thrilled to be 
the assistant stage manager for Theatre Ink’s production of The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. He’s so proud of his 
incredibly talented cast, and would like thank Aiden, Ashley, Kate, 
Camille, Julia, Brown, Mike, Ruth, Jay, StuProd, and especially his 
stage managers Celia and Lily! He hopes you enjoy the show!

Sonia Joffe (Rona Lisa Perretti): is super duper excited to be 
a part of Spelling Bee however not excited enough to write her 
blurb. This wonderful piece of literary art was masterfully crafted 
by her friend and mentor Nico Krauss. You may have seen Nico 
and Sonia (the squawker) together in Once Upon A Mattress! Sonia 
has loved this process and would like to thank all the people who 
helped her get where she is including, Nico, Mr. Brown, Mike, 
Gabe, Lily, Celia, Camille and Kate, Ashley, Aiden, and all forms 
of crew! The first two words of this blurb were presented to you by 
Carly Thayer.

Ella Laniado (Marcy Park): is so excited to be ending her The-
atre Ink career with Spelling Bee! She has had an amazing four 
years and would like to thank her parents, Dubi and Lisa, for also 
ending their 8 years of theatre ink with her, her brother, Edan, her 
amazing directors and cast, Elena Rodriguez, and her fish, Harold. 
Enjoy the show!

Dustin Ledgard (Leaf’s Dad/Olive’s Dad): is so excited to be 
a part of Spelling Bee! It has been great working with this cast 
and he is very proud of the production. You may have seen him in 
Freshman Cabaret this year, and he has so far had a great experi-
ence with Theater Ink. He hopes you enjoy the show!

Kate Martenis (Musical Director): is jubilant that you have de-
cided to take the time to see this show! You probably haven’t seen 
her in a previous production, but if you did, you weren’t looking 
in the right direction. She assistant music directed previously this 
year for Once Upon a Mattress, and last year for Blood Brothers. 
She would like to thank her parents for the food, her brother for the 
random encouraging texts, Jonathan Fabry for being an inspiration 
and father figure, her friends for always sending her funny videos, 
and Alex for hiking with her. Kate would greatly appreciate it if 
you gave food to the pit, but tips are welcome as well.



Nellie Rogers (Logainne Schwartzandgrubenniere): is so so 
excited to be in Spelling Bee! This is her last show in Theatre Ink, 
and it has been an amazing journey. Thank you to everyone who 
made these last four years possible.

Ben Schwartz (Carl Grubenniere): is very excited to be a part of 
such a wonderful show! Ben hopes everyone in the audience will 
love the production as much as he does. This is Ben’s first year at 
Newton North, and he’s sure he will freshen up this show! Enjoy!

Nick Scott (Chip Tolentino): is excited to be a part of his fourth 
TheatreInk show this year. You may have seen him lifting Anas-
tasia Foley during Once Upon A Mattress, portraying some very 
confused teenagers in Cabaret Troupe, or rocking out on the piano 
during Freshman Cabaret. Nick would like to thank Adam Brown, 
Dan Fabrizio, the stellar directors, Aiden and Ashley, the musical 
directors, his parents, all three of his wonderful grandparents, and 
Ella’s pet fish Harold. He hopes that you all enjoy the show.

Josh Shub-Seltzer (Leaf Coneybear): is so honored to be the 
only freshman in Spelling Bee! He is so thankful for everyone who 
helped him with the show and his sanity. He hopes you enjoy the 
bee!

Alex Weylman (Dan Schwartz/Jesus): is performing in his 5th 
show with Theatre Ink, and he is ecstatic for the opportunity to be 
here for this performance. He hopes you all enjoy the show, espe-
cially Joel Savitz.



Directors’ Notes
Ashley Campbell: I am so incredibly proud of this show. I always 
wanted to have a chance to direct a Theatre Ink show, but actually 
accomplishing that is a dream come true. Spelling Bee is one of my 
favorite shows, and being able to bring it to life was such a rush. I 
have learned so much, and have come to appreciate the other side 
of the process more than I ever did as an actor. I hope you enjoy 
this show as much as we do!

Audience: Thanks for being here. 

Audience Volunteers: Thank for being uncomfortable, 
it’s hilarious!

Natasha + Makeup- You are such a joy in general. You always 
light up the room, and make people laugh. You are such a talented 
artist! I’ve worked with you several times now, and you can always 
handle a challenge. Without you the actors would just look plain 
dumb! Thank you and I’m in love with you. To the rest of the 
make-up team: thank you all so much for putting your time and 
effort into making this show look beautiful. 

Jules and Alli + costumes: The costumes are always so essential to 
tying a show together. In Spelling Bee’s case, the costumes could 
not be more important. Each character has such a distinguished 
personality, and the costumes are so necessary in giving the 
audience another layer of who these characters are. You always 
manage to do a fantastic job, no matter how stressful it gets, and 
for that I couldn’t be more grateful.

Amanda, Devin, Max, and Sofia: I love you all so dearly. If it 
weren’t for all of you riding my ass I would never have written this 
so thanks. But more seriously, you all do a lot of the little things 
that are taken for granted, and I want to give you the appreciation 
you truly deserve. Thank you for working your butts off. P.S. I love 
you Devin.

Baby Stuprods!- I didn’t know any of you very well, but thank you 
so much for wanting to be a part of our show. We recognize all 
the work you do for us, and we love you for it. Y’all provide our 
meals, programs, apparel, tickets, etc. Thank you, you wonderful 
beings!



Family: Oh goodness don’t even get me started! This has obviously 
not been a stress free process, directing never is, but you all have 
been there every step of the way, and every time I’ve come home 
cranky after a long day. Mom, you put so much into Theatre Ink, 
and give me so much support with theatre, but also in general. In 
fact, I bet you have (or will) see this show every night. Dad: Thank 
you for your support and for all you do for me.  DanCam: Hey boo, 
love you! Thanks for coming home for this! I couldn’t have asked 
for a better sister.  Ryan: You probs aren’t seeing this show, but I 
still love you very much and thanks for being there for me. Adam: 
You deal with me and my obnoxiousness all the time so thank 
you very much. And lastly, Aidan: You probably support me the 
most with this. You get so excited for me, and always bring me a 
present. I love you babe. 

Emma+Ethan+Props: When you all signed up we told you 
there many props. WE LIED! Thank you all for giving us these 
essentials and going out of your way to navigate them.
Olivia and Zoe: Obviously, you are so important to making any 
show great. You put so much time and effort, and stress into every 
show you work on. We wouldn’t have this show sounding amazing 
without you. Also thanks for dealing with recording the voice 
overs, and dealing with me making us do it a million times.

Mark and Dina: The lights for this show are complex as heck! 
We relied so heavily on lights to make the world change and shift 
as necessary. Each character has a different aura and color that 
surrounds them and boy oh boy did you guys accomplish that, 
thank you. Also Amen to the Jesus moment.

Natalie and Vinnie: This set is absolutely perfect for making this 
show what it is. You were truly able to transform it into a gym. 
Thank you for dealing with us, and all out stupid little requests. 

Mike: You put so much into every show we put on here. I seriously 
don’t know when you sleep. Not only have you been the bees 
knees as a technical director, but as a person you mean a lot to me. 
I want to thank you for absolutely everything you have done for 
me. I’m so happy I got work so closely with you over the past 4 
years. Thank you, and I’ll make sure to visit next year.

Jay: You do so much for Theatre Ink in general, but for this show 
specifically we couldn’t have done it without you. This show has 
a lot going on technically, and you helped us achieve our vision. 
Thank you for this show, and for every other show.



Kayleigha: I’m so glad you were a part of this process. You brought so 
much to this show, and gave us ideas that we had never thought about. 
We really appreciate all you have brought to this show. Thank you.

Brown: I can’t even begin to describe the impact you’ve had on 
me. Theatre Ink has truly become a home for so many of us, and 
that’s something you created. Whether you like it or not we’re your 
family away from your family, and you’ve become ours. You’ve 
been a mentor to some many of us. You have no idea how much I’ve 
appreciated everything you have done for me, us, and this program. I 
know that you are always there as a support system no matter what, 
and in a school where so much is going on, that has meant a lot to 
me. I’m really going to miss chilling your office, the saturday show 
twizzlers, the corny jokes, and the genuine support. I am absolutely 
going to keep in touch, and from the bottom of my heart, thank you. 

Fbreezy: I have been working with you since I first got to high school. 
A. you were my spanish teacher B. I stuproded your show C. I was 
the asm for your show D. I was in your show E.You were my faculty 
advisor. So I’d say I’ve gotten to know you pretty well. Each show has 
been a great experience (not including Spanish since we weren’t your 
favorite class), and you’ve taught be a lot (that does include spanish). I 
grateful for having gotten to work with you so many times. Thank you 
for everything you’ve done for me over the last four years.

Ruth: Oh Ruth, you are like the best thing that has ever happened to 
Theatre Ink. After every show people are always blown away by how 
in- credible the costumes are. Whether it be the 1950’s, on a beach, 
or present day middle schoolers, you always kill it. Not only have 
you made costumes what it is today, but also hair and makeup. No 
challenge can ever best you. I have loved working with you all these 
years, and thank you for everything you do for us. 

Celia: Baby you’ve been my rock. You are one of my best friends in 
the world. I trust you, and love you, and I need you. You are the best 
SM a girl could ask for. I’m ecstatic that we’ll be so close for college 
because you’re a friend that I never want to lose. I want to thank you a 
million times over for everything, not just all you did for this show, but 
everything you have done for me ever. These four years would have 
been very different if it weren’t for you. I love you Sicil.  

Lily: I’ve worked with you several times now, and each time has been 
a joy. You are great at your job, and make it so much easier on us as 
directors. Thank you for all you do!



Gabe: Lets talk about aviation. In all seriousness though, it was really 
wonderful getting to work so closely with you, and I enjoyed getting 
to know you better. We had our ups and downs. For example, you quit 
like 4 times a week. However, I fired you just as much. I love you, 
thank you for everything, and I hope you continue to stage manage.

Cast: We couldn’t have asked for a better cast. You are all so talented 
and you have all grown so much over this process. So Liana, Josh, 
Isinsu, Alex, Ben, Nick S, Nellie, Dustin, Ella, Sonia, Nick H, Jackson, 
and Jen I love you all so much, and thank you for making this such a 
wonderful process.

Camille and Kate: You two have been so incredible through this whole 
thing, and you are both a joy to work with. Obviously, music is the 
most important part of this show seeing that it is a musical. You have 
brought so much to this show, and done so much for us. I couldn’t be 
more thankful for having you both. Thanks a million! 

Naomi: You asked for a shoutout, so hi.

Julia: I am so happy we had the chance to work on this together. I 
have never loved or appreciated anyone more than I appreciate and 
love you. You have been there for me for 10 years now, and I am so 
grateful for that. I don’t think I can compare this show to our first 
musical together: Dominic, but it’ll come close. We have had many an 
adventure together, and we ain’t done. You will always be my number 
one, and one of the most important people in my life. Unrelated, you 
know what an incredible dancer you are, but you’re a fantastic teacher 
as well. Those numbers look phonom. I’m glad my last Theatre Ink 
show got to be with you. I’m gonna air on the side of precaution and 
tell you I love you.

Aiden: Oh darling, we made it! You introduced me this show, and now 
it’s one of my favorites. I loved working with you, and I’m sad it’s 
coming to an end. I love that our friendship grew so much over the 
last two years, and I’m happy that you are the one I ended up directing 
with. You have been the best wife I could ask for. I probably didn’t 
write as much as you did, but I am so grateful for you, and I love you 
very much. I’m so proud of this show and what we accomplished. This 
show is the baby we kidnapped together. 

Nico: Thanks BABE LUH YOU BOO <3

ENJOY THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 
SPELLING BEE!!!



Aiden O’Neal: Directing a Theatre Ink show has been a dream for 
years and having it realized onstage tonight is beyond incredible. 
There are so many phenomenal people who have collaborated to make 
this dream of mine a reality and I would like to thank some of them 
here. 

Kayleigha:  Thank you so much for giving our show so much depth. 
You have helped us so much in making this show as amazing as it is. 
We so appreciate you. 

Chris: Thank you so much for your advice and your guidance through 
this process. It is crucial for the music in this show to be crisp and well 
played and you helped our amazing music directors make that happen. 
Thank you! 

Emma and Ethan: You guys are the best. You have been so easygoing 
in getting all your work done, but you also manage to totally 
understand what we ask for and get everything done. You put together 
a great team who added the small details this show needed to come to 
life. 

Natasha: You are a fabulous force of nature. Not only are you so good 
at what you do, you are also so much fun to be around. I have never 
had a conversation with you that didn’t involve you making me laugh. 
The product you put onstage amazes me. 

Amanda, Max, Devin, and Sofia: Of all the groups of stuprods I 
have seen in my four years, the four of you are the coolest team I 
have had the pleasure to work with because not only are the four of 
you incredibly detail oriented and hard-working, you are all people 
I can call my friends. Tina Fey says you should hire people that you 
don’t mind seeing at 2am and though in the grand scheme of things 
I’m pretty sure I work for you, that is something I can say from the 
experience of hanging out with you guys on many a production week. 
You guys are fantastic and you’re the gears that keep the Theatre Ink 
machine turning. 

Baby Stupords: Thank you so much for all of the work you guys do to 
make this show process as smooth as it is, you guys are the bomb.com!

Olivia and Zoe: You are two of the sweetest people I know and that 
makes an absolute joy work with. You are a breath of fresh air in 
production meetings and you are always so on top of your work. 
You are incredibly dedicated and the finished product you produce is 
sensational. 



Natalie and Vinnie: You guys have put forth an amazing product and 
you bring such a strong presence to every room you walk into. Natalie, 
I am so proud to have gotten to work with you on this show and many 
others and in every one, your designs have been impeccable. You two 
have done an incredible job creating the world of this show. 

Mark and Dina: From the beginning of this process, you completely 
understood what Ashley and I were looking for and you just ran with 
it. You had the daunting task of taking a show with a simple set and 
creating multiple worlds with your amazing light design. You are so 
great to work with and you’ve done something so amazing. You have 
taken a space I have worked in for four years and transformed it. 
Thank you so much for an excellent process. 

Alli and Jules: You two are the best dynamic duo there ever was. So 
much better than the famous superheroes because you two have your 
own superpowers. You are so much fun to work with and the two of 
you have worked so incredibly hard to make our actors look stunning 
up there. You are both so talented and so great to have had on our 
production team. 

Costumes Crew: It’s no secret that costumes people are my favorite 
people in theatre ink. You guys have such a welcoming environment 
whenever I walk into your room and you create amazing clothing 
that looks amazing onstage and transforms our actors. Thank you for 
everything! 

Ruth: You nearly made me cry when you pointed out that Mattress 
was the last time you were dressing me for a show. I have loved every 
minute of working with you over the last four years. From Legally 
Blonde to Mattress, I have felt amazing in the costumes you have 
given me. You do so much to create the world of the show and to 
make the actors feel like their characters. You are so kind and lovely 
to work with and I don’t think I will ever enjoy being costumed by a 
department as much as I have enjoyed my time in your room. 

Jay: Despite the fact that I usually don’t get to see your work in person 
because I’m too busy standing onstage being lit but whenever I watch 
the videos of the big musical, I am amazed by the light designs that 
you help to create. You’re such a great presence around Theatre Ink 
and I am so glad to have had the chance to work with you. 

Gabe: I am so proud of you for trying something new and being an 
ASM in this show. You have really done a great job of helping make 
this show run smoothly. We love you, Boo!!! Also, you’re fired. 



Lily: You are a magical unicorn who was sent to us to make sure our 
cast pays attention and I am so grateful we got to have you with us 
through this process. You are so kind and so fabulous and I am so glad 
I got to work with you twice this year.  

Celia: Mom, you know I love you more than anything. You have been 
one of my best friends throughout high school and I am so glad I have 
gotten to work with you so many times and that you’re the SM for my 
last show here. You are the most caring and kind person I could ever 
have had the luck to meet and I am sure that you are one of the people 
I will stay in touch with after high school. You keep me organized and 
keep me from getting too off track in rehearsal, which is a big job. You 
are the best friend I could have asked for and I love you more than 
anything. 

Kate and Camille: Kate, you beautiful sun goddess and Camille you 
amazing tropical fish, you two are the best and most musical people 
I know. The two of you are so incredibly sweet and have worked so 
hard to make this show sound so good. I am so glad to see how much 
you two have grown as leaders in this process. Obviously, we couldn’t 
have done this musical without you and you have been a joy to work 
with. We love and appreciate the crap out of you both!

Julia: You are so talented and so much fun to work with. You are an 
even more amazing person than Giant is a store. I have always known 
that you are an incredibly beautiful dancer but you have been such 
an incredible teacher to our cast. Ashley and I have loved letting you 
take over rehearsal and watching you be so in control of the cast. I am 
eternally grateful for all of your help and I love you so much. I can’t 
wait to hear how many great things you do at Muhlenberg. 

Mr. Fabrizio: Dad jokes aside, you are a really great presence in 
Theatre Ink. Though you have never directed me, I have worked with 
you many times and have enjoyed every experience. You have been so 
helpful in working with our cast and giving us poignant notes about 
our work as directors. Thank you for four years of advising and for 
being such a great faculty advisor in this process. 

Mike: Thank you so much for building our amazing sets, for wrangling 
people during crew hours and always making an effort to make your 
students smile. You have been such a big presence in my four years in 
Theatre Ink and I so appreciate all your help and guidance during this 
process. You put so much into every show we do here and every one I 
have seen has looked amazing. Thank you so much!



Brown: I remember how much I wanted to be in theatre in my 
freshman year and I didn’t know how. You were so welcoming and 
that began my amazing four years in this program I have come to call 
home. You are no longer as kind and welcoming (you just try to pull 
a number of bad pranks on me) but you are still always there to offer 
guidance and help whenever I ask. I am so glad that you were one 
of the faculty advisors on this show because I know that you will be 
honest with us, no matter what. I can’t even put into words how much 
you have made an impact on my life and how much Theatre Ink means 
to me. It’s a place I will safe and content in any circumstance and a 
place I know that you and everyone else genuinely cares about me. I 
have grown so much as a person and as an actor here and I don’t have 
the proper words to adequately thank you for that.  I so appreciate the 
work you do and the fact that this program has defined my high school 
experience. 

Cast: We are so incredibly proud of all of you. You have all grown so 
much and have made this show spectacular to watch. You are all so 
talented and so great to work with. I came out of casting so excited to 
work with every one of you and I have not been disappointed. You all 
worked so hard and made such strides in developing your characters 
and in working together cohesively. You are all amazing and you have 
created something magical. Go out and rock these shows, you guys!!!

My Family: Thank you guys for all the schlepping and the tolerance of 
working around my crazy schedule over these last four years that has 
gotten even crazier the last few weeks. I love you all very much. 

Caryn and Kristen: You two are magical and you make the best damn 
cupcakes that have ever existed. You have been there to support me 
through all four years of this process and i love you both with all my 
heart. 

Ashley: My dearest darling, I am so proud of us. We started this 
process at the end of sophomore year, barely friends and uncertain of 
what we wanted to do together. When we found Spelling Bee, it was 
like those light bulbs you see in cartoons went off in both our heads 
and we found direction. Over the course of this process, we have 
become the best of friends. I have enjoyed spending time with you so 
much and we have laughed together until our sides hurt. I love you 
with all my heart and you have been the best possible partner in this 
crazy endeavor. This show is our baby, except we didn’t kidnap this 
one; we created this one ;) 

Nico: You are my greatest inspiration. LOVE YOU, BOO <3 
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Thank you, Theatre Ink, for giving students 
the opportunity to bring their talent 

to light and shine on your stage, delighting 
audiences time and time again!

Your Village. Your Bank.

“I believe that 
every person is born 

with talent.”
— Maya Angelou









NNHS Performing Arts
MAY 21 @ 7:00 PM 

POPS NIGHT
Music Department Ensembles

6:00- Potluck Supper

JUNE 6 @ 7:00 PM 
 JUBILEE SINGERS CONCERT

JUNE 8 @ 5:00 PM 
NNHS GRADUATION

Combined Symphonic Band, 
Wind Ensemble, and Family Singers
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Is proud to be a season sponsor of 

TheatreInk 
 

Our firm supports the arts and recognizes theatre’s 

ability to inspire minds and transform lives. 

We are committed to helping clients build  
and protect their assets. 

Our goal is to provide you with peace of mind. 
 

Insurance 

Retirement 

Group Benefits 

Executive Benefits 

Charitable Strategies 

Wealth Management 

 

275 Washington Street, Suite 205, Newton, MA 02458 

617 225 2600                  www.sapers-wallack.com 

 



Our Mission Statement 

Theatre Ink, Newton North High School’s Teaching and Working 
Theatre, is a student-centered community that emphasizes the 

process of artistic collaboration and instills a disciplined work ethic. 
By practicing professionalism, collaboration and an emphasis on

individual development, we bring to the stage high-quality
 theater productions.

We seek to prepare students to be lifelong learners, critical and creative 
thinkers, and problem solvers committed to open and honest 

communication. We believe that these are universal skills that can be applied 
productively to any endeavor. We want students to leave our program well 

prepared to navigate their way toward success in a 
challenging, complex, and exciting world.

And you don’t have to be in a show... to be in a show! By staging 
11-12 productions each year, Theatre Ink offers a wide variety of
opportunities for students to have a complete hands-on learning 

experience in all aspects of theatre arts, both on and off stage. We strongly 
encourage all students to participate in all areas of production and reap the 

lifelong benefits that the program has to offer.

For more information, go to Theatreink.net 
or e-mail Adam_Brown@newton.k12.ma.us. 

Support Theatre Ink
As a self-sufficient program, Theatre Ink depends on ticket sales and 

contributions to assure the program continues.
~ 

We hope you have enjoyed the production and the hard work of our 
cast, crew and stage/production management teams.

~
 If you’d like to make a tax-deductible contribution to help Theatre Ink 

thrive and grow please visit our website at
www.Theatreink.net

~
Click on Support Ink for more information on how to donate.



Special Thanks

All Theatre Arts Opportunities Committee Parent Volunteers

The Arts Opportunities Committee 

The Families of the Cast and Crew

The Fine and Performing Arts Department

The Graphics Communications Department

Jen Price

Suzanne Spirito

Lisa Mazzola

NNHS PTSO

Steve Broyles

Beezwax McClanahan

Maria Camilli

Tim Keefe and the Custodial Staff

Todd Young

Midge Connolly

Shindhi

South Stage Costume Dept. and Martha Heller

Advantage Apparel

Marlene Kutter

The Schwartz Family

The Fabrizio Family
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